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Two Sides to Every Story
“WE’RE ABOUT TO GO THROUGH AN 
UNPRECEDENTED LOSS OF MOMENTUM WHERE 
[OFFSHORE WIND] PLAYERS THROUGHOUT 
THE SUPPLY CHAIN WILL NEED TO TIGHTEN 
THEIR BELTS AND LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES  
for optimisation across the board,” A2Sea CEO Jens 
Frederik Hansen recently examined the likely impact of 
challenges in the wind farm construction supply chain. 
“A flow of new build investments, to a large extent made on 
the basis of the now faltering German market, is pressuring 
installation providers with new levels of competitive 
behaviour.”

However, Mr Hansen was keen to point out the positive. 
“Competitive pressure tends to drive costs down, not driven 
by reducing margins alone, but fuelled by innovation in 
tools and technologies, too. Thinking out of the box will be 
key when it comes to cost control and reduction, making a 
significant contribution to lowering the cost of energy and 
helping to make the entire future of wind more viable.”

Although North Sea oil and gas companies are feeling 
bullish about the future, there also two sides to the story. 
On the positive side, according to the Barclays’ UK Oil 
and Gas Survey 2013, oil and gas companies’ plans to 
swell their capital expenditure in the region are supported 
by predictions of a continued high commodity price. Oil 
& Gas UK’s 2013 Economic Report, published in August, 
highlighted industry investment reaching an all-time record 
of GBP 13.5 billion this year. 

However, Malcolm Webb, Chief Executive Oil & Gas UK 
addressed the continued decline in production, stating: 
“Despite impressive investment in new developments, the 
production efficiency of existing assets remains in worrying 
decline. DECC and the industry are working to tackle this 
serious concern through a joint task group. The Wood 
Review, which is currently examining how to maximise 
UKCS recovery, is also very timely and we very much look 
forward to seeing the recommendations early in 2014.”

Where do you see the offshore industry heading? Why not 
drop me a line to share your viewpoint with our readers.

VINCENT VINKOERT
M +31 613 759 629

VINCENT VINKOERT | BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
VINCENT@YNFPUBLISHERS.COM
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Proofload’s new 100t waterbag design 
has rapidly become the standard for large 
offshore crane loadtesting for clients 
including A2Sea. The Danish company’s 
Sea Installer transports and installs up to 
eight 3.6MW turbines. As long as a football 
pitch, she’s made to carry large and heavy 
loads. Sea Installer’s crane placement and 
free deck plan are ideally suited to turbine 
transport and installation. Read more 
starting on pg 16.
Photo courtesy of Bent Medvind Sørensen/ 
Medvind Fotografi.
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ATP Instone is the leading global provider of specialist 
travel management to the shipping & energy industries. 
Our extensive knowledge and expertise is the reason why 
companies rely on us for their Mission Critical Travel™.

With consultants operating 24/7 in over 60 key locations,  
ATP Instone consistently delivers a cost effective, flexible 
and safety focused service.

T +31 20 2011 209  E europort@atpi.com  W www.atpi.com 

TRAVEL™

Getting your travellers where they need to be, safely, on time and in budget.

www.atpi.com
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In Aberdeen for SPE Offshore Europe 2013, the 
recent Sumburgh helicopter crash off Shetland was 
top of mind for many. Egbert Imomoh, SPE President 
for 2013 said: “Rightfully so, a note of sobriety ran 
through the event, with respects paid to those who 
lost their lives in the Shetland helicopter crash, but 
it is through these exchanges that we learn and 
become a safer, more productive 
industry.”

Scottish Minister Fergus Ewing 
signed the book of condolence at the 
stand of asset integrity management 
provider Stork, who lost a colleague in 
the accident.

In Aberdeen I read the U.K. Air 
Accidents Investigation Branch’s 
Special Bulletin about its investigation into the crash, 
indicating that the accident was isolated and not the 
result of a technical issue. 

One of the operators affected by the crash, Total 
E&P UK, was at the show. Their restart of production 
at Elgin/Franklin was a notable event earlier this year, 
following the Elgin gas leak in 2012. The investigation 
revealed that the leak was caused by a type of stress 
corrosion unique to the G4 well. Total has applied the 
conclusions of its investigation to ensure current and 

future operations are carried out with the utmost 
safety. A number of wells have been permanently 
abandoned and others will be evaluated. 

Total was one of 22 operating companies taking 
stands at Aberdeen in September, the largest 
representation of operators ever to take part. In 
total, a record-breaking 1,500 plus organisations 

exhibited in the six exhibition halls. 
And more than 63,000 people 
attended the four-day show, an 
increase of over 25 percent on the 
2011 event. And of course Offshore 
Industry magazine was there, too. 

In this issue, we cover Total E&P 
Nederland’s start-up of its offshore 
K4-Z field in August (pg 21) – a good 

example of increasing North Sea production as well 
as project safety. 

Vincent Vinkoert
vincent@ynfpublishers.com
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safer & more productive north sea

OSI’s Vincent Vinkoert

A note of sobriety ran 
through the event.

Photo courtesy of Jan Plug
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