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Innovati ve vessels Advanced equipment Life-cycle support

IHC Merwede is renowned as a reliable supplier of custom-built ships to meet the specifi c requirements of the off shore and 
marine industries. It enjoys a global reputati on for the design and constructi on of complete and complex integrated soluti ons 
for the toughest possible working conditi ons. IHC Merwede vessels are totally reliable, effi  cient and fl exible to the demands
of a wide range of wind, oil and gas projects, including those managed in extremely deep waters and remote Arcti c regions.
In additi on, with its dedicated and comprehensive service off ering, IHC Merwede’s life-cycle support maximises the upti me 
and return on investment, and therefore reduces the total cost of ownership.

Reliable partner for 
effi  cient off shore soluti ons
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Cross-Over
RENEWABLES – AN UNDENIABLE FORCE 
IN NORTH SEA MARINE CONTRACTING, 
CONSTRUCTION AND FABRICATION MARKETS. 
JUST LOOK AT THE LONG LIST OF COMPANIES
represented at the EWEA Offshore in Frankfurt, billed as 
the world’s largest offshore wind energy conference and 
exhibition. You’ll see the wind supply chain is increasingly 
dominated by cross-over between industries within the 
offshore sector – notably oil & gas.

In many ways the oil & gas and wind sectors are closely 
interlinked, through engineering, transport, construction 
and installation. And at the top of the chain, plenty of 
operators in the North Sea, UKCS and NCS produce oil & 
gas as well as renewable power – Dong Energy, GDF Suez 
and RWE to name a few. Norway’s Statoil is also moving 
beyond its ‘oil’ origins – Sheringham Shoal is Statoil’s first 
full scale commercial offshore wind investment. Statoil’s 
stepwise development into a renewable energy business 
also includes Hywind, the world’s first full-scale floating wind 
turbine.

Worth mentioning – in October Dong Energy, a global 
leader in offshore wind, announced it had doubled earnings 
from wind power in 2013, driven by the completion of 
London Array and Anholt. But also in October Dong 
Energy’s oil & gas business reached the milestone 
100,000 barrels of oil equivalents production per day, 
on track to its target 150,000 boe per day by 2020.

Oil & gas and wind also have a lot to gain from each other. 
In this issue of OSI we see the burgeoning wind sector 
borrowing from mature oil & gas – read about Global 
Tech I’s completed suction-pile MOAB on pg 12. But we 
also see oil & gas profiting from wind – one of Swire Blue 
Ocean’s first contracts for its new build O-class wind 
installation vessels was a pipeline compressor platform 
removal for Statoil. Read the full report starting on pg 24. 

It’s all about finding the best technology for the job. That’s 
why we cover both wind and oil & gas in OSI.

VINCENT VINKOERT
M +31 613 759 629

VINCENT VINKOERT | BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
VINCENT@YNFPUBLISHERS.COM

Editor’s
n o t e

voorwoord_6-6.indd   1 31-10-13   10:22



www.o f fshore- indus t r y.eu OSI  2013 |  Vo lume 6  |  I ssue  6  |  3

ISSUE 6 2013

FABRICATION & ENGINEERING

12  Self-Installing Wind Substation – Global Tech I

30  MHF Group Constructions  – Structure of Success

45  4 Editor’s Picks – Offshore Living Quarters

49  Total E&P CLOV – Daewoo Delivers Angola FPSO

50  Fischcon – High Flow Firefighting on Floating Asset

RENEWABLE ENERGY

16  Riffgat Wind Farm – Facing Setbacks & Finding Solutions

53  EWEA Offshore 2013 –  

Largest Offshore Wind Exhibition

MARINE CONTRACTING &  

SUBSEA CONSTRUCTION

22  Reasonable Force –  

Tensioners for Van Oord Cable Layers

24  Diverless Decommissioning –  

Technology on H7 Removal

32  Meerwind – Constructive Cooperation in German Bight

38  Driver Trett – Foreseeing Offshore Installation Delays

HEAVY LIFT TRANSPORT &  

INSTALLATION

41  Innovative Input – Spreader for Borkum Riffgrund 1 Lift 

 42  Van Mechelen – Solutions for Lifting Challenges

SHIPBUILDING

54  Brazil Suppliers – Unlocking Opportunities

59  Vroon Offshore – Kicks Off 22 New Builds

REGULARS

1  Editor’s Note

5  News in Brief

61  Outfitters Page

62  Yellow & Finch Pages

64  Word on the Sea

On the Cover

The Topaz Installer, pictured 
before her upgrade last year, 
working in the German Bight 
for TenneT. The offshore grid 
operator’s offshore projects 
include grid connections for 
Global Tech I (pg 12), Riffgat 
(pg 16) and Meerwind (pg 
32). The cable layer was built 
by Shipyard De Hoop in 1999. 
(Photo courtesy of TenneT)

24

12

32

17

OSI

contents

ATP Instone is the leading global provider of specialist 
travel management to the shipping & energy industries. 
Our extensive knowledge and expertise is the reason why 
companies rely on us for their Mission Critical Travel™.

With consultants operating 24/7 in over 60 key locations,  
ATP Instone consistently delivers a cost effective, flexible 
and safety focused service.

T +31 20 2011 209  E energy@atpi.com  W www.atpi.com 

TRAVEL™

Getting your travellers where they need to be, safely, on time and in budget.

www.atpi.com
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In the last issue of OSI, we revealed plans for 
developing a 1,000MW wind farm off the Dutch 
coast in Zeeland, next to the Belgium offshore wind 
zone. Naturally, we’re excited about the prospect of a 
major wind project in our backyard – we’re based in 
the port town of Vlissingen.

One of the few open seaports in northwest 
Europe, Vlissingen and sister port 
Terneuzen are already well known 
in the offshore industry for yards 
like Damen Shiprepair Vlissingen 
and Heerema Fabrication Group 
– the latter is part of the local 
consortium developing the ‘ZOWP’ 
wind farm I mentioned. Another 
consortium member is Zeeland 
Seaports – in October I joined the 
port authority’s CCO Dick Gilhuis 
at the opening of Supermaritime’s 
new breakbullk terminal in 
Vlissingen. Zeeland Seaports is also home to ZOWP 
consortium member Verbrugge – a logistics service 
provider for offshore projects. The other members 
of the consortium are local energy utility Delta, 
Zeeuwind, ZMf and assisted by the consultancy firm 
Renewable Factory.

Zeeland Seaport’s hinterland connections and 
proximity to North Sea wind projects have made it 
a major logistics hub for foundations and associated 
fabrication and construction works. In Vlissingen 
BOW Terminal has worked on some of Europe’s 
largest offshore wind projects, cooperating with 

installation vessels from Seaway Heavy Lifting, 
MPI and GeoSea among others. Zeeland steel and 
aluminium construction company VDS Offshore 
Construction Terminal has also developed expertise 
in wind, as well as extensive experience in oil & gas 
for companies including Heerema, Subsea 7 and 
Boskalis. 

Besides wind, Zeeland is also 
a key port for North Sea E&P 
activities. In fact, Dutch E&P 
investor EBN is investigating the 
Dinantian Carbonate play in the 
comparatively under-explored 
southern North Sea – the 
so-called Zeeland Formation 
crossing over into the UK sector. 

Zeeland Seaports’ 
headquarters are in Terneuzen 
on the Western Scheldt opposite 
Vlissingen. Terneuzen is also 

home to towage and salvage specialist Multraship, 
which operates a modern fleet with tugs, self-
propelled floating sheerlegs and diving support 
vessels. At EWEA Offshore in Frankfurt, you can find 
out more at the Zeeland Seaports stand 30D24 – and 
OSI’s Vincent Vinkoert will be there, too.

Charles van den Oosterkamp, CEO
charles@ynfpublishers.com

zeeland’s offshore formation

Zeeland Seaport’s 
hinterland connections and 

proximity to North Sea 
wind projects have made it 

a major logistics hub.

Photo courtesy of BOW Terminal/Skeyes Aerial Photography
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